234               LET THERE BE SCULPTURE

ietermined,  with  dark  eyes  glowing  with  the   profound
emotion of the work.    The " Credo " begins.    A song of
divine praise, until the sudden change of key and mood
with the words " descended from heaven ".    The hushed
mystery of the section " et incarnatus est" is sung by the
solo quartet. The throbbing passionate statement of the tenor
declaims." Et Homo Factus Est " rising to a culminating
ecstasy.   The solemn tragedy of the Crucifixion, the dramatic
resurrection at the end with the great fugue " Et Vitam
Venturi ".   The beautiful " Sanctus ", then a long pause,
" Osanna in Excelsis*"   The " Praeludium " and the " Bene-
dictus " follow.   The " Agnus Dei " begins with a solemn
prayer from the bass voice answered by a chorus of male
voices,  and this final movement is pierced through and
through by a poignant female cry, as if it were the voice
of Eve, as in Michelangelo's " Last Judgment ", where Eve
lifts her hands to the enthroned figure pleading for her
children.   Throughout the, work I am reminded of those
great masses in the " Last Judgment " groups, clusters of
figures", now clear, now shadowy, a surging humanity lifting
its hands in supplication with wailing cries amidst trumpets
of doom.  This dramatic agony compressed into sound tears
the very heart out of the body.  The commonplace surround-
ings disappear, we  are whirled into space by an almost
physical assault upon our emotions, and are loft helpless,
exhausted by this great musical experience.  The work comes
to a close with humanity's prayer for peace rising triumphant
above the sullen retreating drums.  The conductor leans back
holding on to the rail, as if to save himself from falling $ his
dark eyes are sunk into his pale drawn face.   We turn from
the hall and pour into the humdrum streets of a London
Sunday afternoon.

BEETHOVEN'S LAST QUARTETS

In these quartets one witnesses a/terrible struggle of the
deaf man with fate itself. This music is the expression of
one whQ wills himself beyond life and death and attains to a
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